THE  LETTERS   OF   KING  HENRY  VIII

devised, though the same were never so much against our honour.
The least that we can conceive and gather of "this manner
of proceeding is that there [is] none of you all so diligent to
advise us of both parts, of the good with the evil, as reason
would you should be, and as we do at your hands look for. For
either must we impute it to negligence, or else must we think we
be not so well handled by some of them that we specially trust,
as their duties towards us would require; which part we cannot
impress in our breast, except the success of things should there-
unto enforce us.

And to ascertain you plainly of our mind in that point
touching the Abbeys, we shall never consent to their desires
therein by any such mean, but adhere to our right therein to
the uttermost, being as greatly entitled thereunto as to the
Imperial crown of this our realm; and resolved with the force of
the one to maintain and defend the other, as a member so united
and knit thereunto, that whilst it shall please God we shall enjoy
the one, we purpose not with any violence to depart with one
part of the other.

Wherefore we desire and pray you in that matter and the

other of resignation  heretofore  recommended   unto   you,   to

consider our honour, and to bend all your wits as well to

advise other to do the semblable, as to frame such an end there

as may be quadrant with the same. ... It is not possible for a

patient to have his disease cured that will not give credit to his

physician ne receive any medicines but such as contrary to his

physician's mind who knoweth the cause of the disease, and the

very remedies thereof, he will receive without knowledge either

of the cause of his malady, or of the operation of this medicine

himself liketh.1   Ne it shall be possible to reduce those rebels to

a perfect obedience, unless they may first cast away all their wil-

fulness and obstinacy, knowledge their offences, and so submit

themselves to the order and discretion of the laws, without such

conditions as shall be plainly repugnant to the same.    And

1 Was Henry perhaps unconsciously remembering and improving upon

Cardinal Simonetta's description of the methods employed by the King

jndI Wolsey when trying to extract a decretal commission from the Pope?

I he sick man on consulting a physician does not himself prescribe the

medicine.'                                                                           r

166    '